PARLIAMENT. 
In which this Propoſition is Adyanced, 
That 4 ſmall Sum tmpeſed on the Nation for Reforming Our 


Standard, and for — the Lefies of the AFRICAN and 
INDIAN Company, &c. beſtowed in the Methee propos'd, 
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HE Errors in Laws and Miſtakes in Gopernaars, are fo 
often Repreſented in Malicious Deſigns, That it is forme 
times dangerons ts Propallthem, Tet when it 5s dane 


with Diſer etion and Sobrictie, and in theſe Methods by which they 
are melt probablie recommended, and in order to be redrefed, 


y without Reweangg, it is not criminal. Jnthis Method, the Propeſs 


er of the following Articles may preſume hemſelf fheltred, not only 
by his good Intentions, but alſo by the Nature of the things, and 
by the Judicature to whom be humblie direfts js Opinion, with 
Submiffion to either Approbation or Rejefion: Laws cannot be 
otherwiſe correfied then by the Legiſlative Power; And there are 
few Laws ſo perfe, tho apparentlie expedient, when they were 
couſtitut, that yet way not beget prejudicial Conſeguences ; which 
may be occafluned by change of Circumſtances in Perſons, aud things: 
And no Example can better werifie this, than that of the Metter 
of Movie, which is one of the chief lneonveniencies mentioned in the 
following Papers. 

One of the great Ends of Parlizments, being to deliver the 
People {rom Inconweniencies ; And the Laws, and true Priviledge 
of tbe People, allowing or rather requiring a Diſcreet Freedom, 
7n diſcovering of Publift Evils, eſpeciallie in, and to Parliaments, 
mbat | now-write, needs no Apology : If I be miſtaken, | ſhall 
be well pleaſed, that my Propofitions may be rejefied. Butif 1 
ſeall expoſe publift Inconveniencies, then I hope my propoſed Re- 
medies will be allowed, or better put in their place; which (hall 

likews[0 


Fi 


— - > 


likewsys Better pleaſe me: And becauſe, when ſuch Matters are 

offered in Parliament, either time is wanting for Mature Confi- 

deration, or elſe it is beſlow'd perbaps on leſſer Matters, if they 

be propoſed by greater Mew; And ſome things contained in 

theſe Papers, may be w*irhty enougb, and deſerve more Delihe- 

ration, than the ſhortneſs of a Sederunt can allow. And ſeveral 
things, will. have @ very far different View in ſerious Refletion, 
from what they had in a haftie Glimpſe: Therefore I have 
Printed them, and Publiſhed them, ſor the Uſe of theſe Members 
of Parliament, who will beſtow a little of their time; to ſtudy the 
rue Cauſes of our Evils, and to invite them to Redreſs what 
they ſhall be convinced of to be ſuch. BO BL) LA 
I think few, © if any, will deny that our - Nation is "at preſent 


wnder ' many Inconveniencies, ſuch as Profanity, Poverty, and, 


Contempt, among /t other Cauſes of the firſt, the Non- Execution 


. of Penal Laws by Inferiour Magiſtrates, the not Alimenting of 


the Beggars, who are neceſſarly indigent, and the licenſing of 
many Licentious ones who are not ſo; And a third: Caaſe, the- 
FP acancy of Numerous Churches, and their - long Continuance in 
that State. hn ED UH Oy. 3: 

As to our Poverty, amongſt many Cauſes I hint at theſe three, 
the Baſeneſs of Current Coyn, and to that Exce(s that it were 


ſufficient to depauperat the Richeſt Kingdom imEarope,''in propor- 


tion to its Produth and Trade, 249. -Our' Buxarie, unjutable to 
our Religion, and unproportionatle to our Fortunes, -3tio. The 
Conſumption of our Ellates dhroad and not at [lome. \ 

And how neceſſarly muſt we be contemptible; whilſt in the great 
Concerns of Peace and-WWar, we alwiſe tntrude Our Selves into the 
Mistortunes of England ; whilſt they never allow one, Ray of their 
Proſperity to glance on Us, being alwayes under the. Sinifttruous 
Af luence of their State, but never under the Benign, - 
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Tam far from ſuppoſing or intending au Enumeration of all our 
Evils, and ai far from thinking that I touch all the Cauſes : But 
although 1 cannot do much, yet my Dutie calls to do apart ; And 
1 leave the greater Burdens on Greater Men, and better Heads. 
And it will be ſome Satisfaftion to me, if Icontribute i the leaſt 
10 any Amendment; And the loweſt of my Hope is, that what was 
undervalued by ſome, when | offered my private Thoughts on prior 
Occafions, may be more noticed, if not more reſpeted by the Body 
of the Parliament; And however, in magnis voluiſle fat eſt, 

In the following Papers, I advance my Opinion for ſome Meat 
ſures to remove Prophanitie, by planting of Churches: Aud where 
that is neglefed, thereby to raiſe a Fond for entertaining of the 
Poor ; For which End alſo, I offer (ome other Mediums, And for 
our Povertie, I expoſe the Mi(chiefs of- our Coin with the Remes« 
die, and offers both my Opinion and my Wiſh, for Reforming our 
Luxury; And in Order thereto, to direft our Trade to its profi* 
table SubjeAs. | 

If they be not digeſted in fit Method and Order, this may ex” 
cuſe me, that having litlte ſhare in pub/ick Trult, I am not Debi- 
tor to it, in ſo much time, as thoſe are whoſe Province does oblige 
them to manageit: And [hope they will Supply all my Defeds : 
But when at any time, what ] have write, occur to my Thoughts, 
T beſtew that time to write it down; And for my Goodwill, all that 

i equire, is, that the Reader may take it in good part, 
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PROPOSITION : 
For Remeding the Debaſement. of, 


COYN = 
SCOTLAND: 


T is evident-that the Raiſi ng of the Denomination of the | 
T Standard of our Coyne mm the Standard of England, 
- by the A@of Parliament 1686. and. what hathfolldw« 
ed on the ſaikAQ, isnot only expreſly contrair to the Mud 
tual Contratt) betwixt the two Kingdows, Anno-16+-tartis 
in itſelf oneof the great Cauſes of rhe Nations Poverty. z For; 
by it all our Goods are ſold at at» unperceaved Underyalue: 
iſo am = own andrecezve th #9 Crown ( ns ſo 
every pecies oftheir Mone tiob at: 5.54. fterk 
| which is 8 + more ronflog rey in f A wt _ 
we-give back that Crewn-to England, they. will receave it 
only at 5ſh. 'So we give cur Goods for -8 {- lefs than'we 
are aware of: z and hen pode aocefite we _ $— of what 
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Money we pay in-Eugi;hb Coyne. I Kao it's thought that 
the Raiſing of the Englifh Crown, &e. will induce People 
to bring in many mare of theſe Crowns, &2. than other wayes 
they would ds 3; which is 2 Miſtike : For, any who was 
to bring in, 13 of thele Crowny, to Buy Scots Gods, if 
the Crown did pas at, 5 fo erline, needs. only now bring 
. T2, of them z becauſe, the 5 4.-rais'dÞ on cech. one, .mkes up 
the 13 And 6 it 15 evident it occaſions 2 fewer Number - 
of Crawnsto be imported. "Apd if it be Gid, vtiar yet it l 
invites People to bring more 12/Crowns, becauſe x2 gain 1 
to-them, and (> it will occaſion more of our Goods to be 
bought. This Thought creeps injon men who do not examine 
things; for, 15 The Evidence till proves, that in Place of 
13; theſe are hut 12 imported, 2% It proves, in Place of 
5 ſh. & 54. we get but real 5h, 3% The Merchand who 
needs our Goods wiit Bny what he needs, or ſo much of it as 
he knows of Mercat for, albeit his Crown were receaved at 
no more'than 4. * And albeie his Crown were taken at 
g/h. 6d. He will buy no more than will anſwer his End, 
and fuit his Mercat, 4* If Money be raiſed only to:invite 
Merchands to buy greater Quantities of qur Goods; we have 
an eaſier Medium for chat End :/ viz. toSetta Crowns worth 
at 4 +. & yd. and @.the Merchand: hag our Goods cheaper - 
by 54: and by the raw'd Crown he hath no move. And as 
LS order aig 
as will appear by the iichiets of onr- ra1 
ialryiie Lgnrt Fit " Ut N61 HICSS v4 
- - The" raifing of Money, in.one Species, [hath naturahie 
obliged: us- to raife 'all.othey Coins proportionablie, not 
only ear own, bur alt Forraign Coms3 So thav now, from 
whence ſocver Money .is brooght to buy our Goods, Ed 
ring 


= W 
bring im 2 7 les Money than they would bring in, were 
py a as formerlie. We alſo Sell all-cur Goods to 
every Nation or Perſon at 8 -3— leſs than they payed to us 
formerly, and whatever We buy fromany forreign Place 
or People, we muſt add: 8 -;>— more of Money to tuy t than 
we 'did formerly_5 For as was Cemonfirat jm the Ergliſh 
Crown, ſo it 1s as plain in the ordmary Dollar, for w hotor- 
merly payed at 58 d. Sterl. ir Croſs-Dollars or Patacvons, be- 
hoved to give Us 2d. to make up the 58d : But now he payes 
Us 58. and keeps Fis 2d. to bimlelf. And wn like wanrer, be 
who payed us 69d. in Park or ſome Imperial-Dollars, behos 
ved to give Us a Bank- Dolar, and 2d. more, row he payes us 
60 d. by the DoYor alore, and keeps the 2d. So in Dacatons, 
he who payed vs 74d.tchoved to add 4d. to make up 744d. 
Now the bare Duc4'on:s pays 7 4d. and be Retains 4d.to himſelf. 
And as we lois fo much, by what the Ia-porter of Moxey 
brings in, leſs thay he would have dore, bad our Staxdard 
a3S it w 28 formerly ; fo-when ever we pay 58 d. toa- for- 
reigner for his Goods, we muſt add 2d. to the Patacoos, to 
make up' 58 d. When we pay 66 d. we muſt add 2 &. to the 
Bank- Dollar. And when we pay 744. to a forreigner, we muſt 
add 4; d. to the Ducatoon. es 1. y. 
But it may be ſaid, we will raiſe the Price of cur Native 
Goods in proportion to v hat we want ky the C 9. The vecak- 
neſs of. this Argument will appear, if you-Refle®, that in the 


firlt place, before we raiſe our Goods, we arecheaxted, and un» 

till their price rife, and riſe from this cauſe; tor if rhe- price riſe 

by other cauſes 'asby theſcarfity of our Goodsin: other places, 

or other emergent cau{cs-3 then: the forreigner tehoved/ to im- 

port the Morey at the former S1endayt , ard 2s truch wore 

allo,as ourGoods were more _ abroad, than formerly: # mn 
» 2 | 
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this Solution' refutes what was argued: before for raifing the 
Shandard;viz. that of railing theDenomination, people were in- 
Vited to- import Money, 'forif he maſt ſtill pay as-much Morey 
as he did tormerlie, what Invitation does He get, from rai- 
Gog the Denomination ? | 
To what's thus argued ajainft railing the of the Stardart, 
add'theſe yet-more Weighty Arguments 3 | ) 
'- 110. Morey gives no more abroad by our raiſing'its Denomi- 
"nation, So that Morey imployed in Trade by Cambier, is in 
other places, eſpeciallie with all prudent Nations; The ſame 
it was, 'without any. Alteration, by our raiſing it. 
-- Sothaf, as le is'brought'in to-ns for our Goods, fo we 
«aſt ſend-out the ſame in Value and more of our Denomina- 
-tion than we fent-out formerlie. | £ | 
- 20. That Money is of no mire ue than dead uncoyned Me 
#4], aoleſs tt be'umployed in: Merchandice, Trade of Cambion, 
+130, When I fell my Eſtate at 20 Years purchaſe payed in 
"new Denomination, in Order to Imploy it, as a 'Merchapt 
cor Bankier,- when I Transfer it to theſe Uſes; my 10013 
'trulie,;& will prove to be, But gr -4—and ſo mich I have |}. 
loſt of my Heritage. - 1f I- get.169'payed/ me of my Yearlie | 
Rent, in the new Denomination ;3*when -1 iniploy this in 
Trade or Cambion, ball find I have but g1—%-" 

- 40. The King, whatever he gets of his own Revenne, or 
new Taxes, ſho" he'get 100 from the Subje&, and what is 
trulie roo out? of the StivjeR3ERate; yet to any uſe for buymp 
df: foreigh Goodsor manageinig of foreign Aﬀairs, or paying 
tis Forces by 'Sea or Land abroad; he gets butgr —— 

-:"50:And which demonſtrats all the reſt, to all, 'who under- 
Nand Trade, when1 would hive Mey to do my buſineſs 
4) Ln ordflietwayes in Evgland, Holland, or any where 
ae __ (But 
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#But in Ireland, our Neigbours in Error, as well as in fitta- 
tion.) Idefire Morey, Ex. Gr. To be anſwered me at Londoy, 
viz. 100 lib, The Bankier he tels me, this 100 lib. which you 
give me here,isſhortof the Value ofmy MoneyatLondons —— 
of the 100, ſo I mult pay in to him 108 += for 100 /jb, 
at London, and that beſide the Rate of Exchange, or other Ac- 
counts, to be hereafter mentioned. | | 
And it is the ſame thing, whether Mozey be raiſed in Dendmi- 
nation, without altering, or debaſfing the Staderd, or to keep 
the former Denomination, and to give-more Allay,:and fo to 
debaſe the Standarr, or to give the ſame-Denomination to a 
lefer weight of the Coyne. | 
' Add yet to theſe Conſiderations, the fad arid ſenfible Ex- 
periment of the ftate of Money in Scotlaxd,” which hath all- 
ways been diminiſhing, and the Nation deſcending inſenfibly 
toward Poverty, '(ince that Era of our Miſtake, which nei- 
ther written Repreſentations to The Lords of the Articles in 
that Parliament, could prevent ; nor printed Informations 
ſince, could redreſs, doth experimentaly evince to our ſhame 
I. and Hurt. - f CHE 49 ie 
| ' And which (in the Propoſer's humble Opinion) is no 0+ 
ther way'to be'redreſt, than by reſtoring our Money to the: 
ſameStandard,in Weight and Fineneſs, with that of England. 
- Andin place of many Arguments to perſwade this Remedy, 
the ſole Example of England's ufeing the very ſame Cure a- 
gainſt the like Evil, lately to their Honour, ''Profit, and"de- 
claration of their 'Generofity and. Prudenee, whereby their 
ſtate 'hath' eſcaped- from Conſumption which ceded' to no , 
other- cure. ' All the other ' Remedies of Banks; Loans and 
ſach ethos apy of 'wit, were [ as the wonderfull Lord 
BurleighinQ.Elindbethstirae Uid aptly namethemJMonte-Bank 
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ots forState Emils : (o thacthe 100 of theirCoin,the 
Credit oftheir Merchants, the true Par of their Exchange; the 
folidityottheir eſtates both.in Lands and Money.areeftabliſbe, 
. and ifaſtey their Example, the Loſs be Rationally co 
and impoſed on the Nation in.general, it will prove to be our 
faky trom greates Evils, as it hath. been theigs :.it were eaſy 
not only to Prove but to compute how much lefs everie. one 
wiil pay of Ce&mapoled for ghat end. now when there is {fo lit- 
tle real Caſh tn the Natios, than they will Looſe if rhe Stan- 
dart contiove in it's LowpeS or rather in it's Over-value 
F winch on the matter, ſignifies the ſame-thing) and our 
Miſchiefs thereby increaſe, | of 
The otlict Confideration and Propeofall for Remeidwmg of 
_ the (welling ef our Exchange, and Conſequently the Ruive 
of alk onr Trade, by Import of Superfluitizsof many kinds; 
wil appear mere particulariy in (ome other Propoſatls bere- 
3ftes : tere FI (ball only take notice, that .y our buying more 
Saperfiuous gbods th Lendor, France, Hollend ard otter places, 
thats we ſend-of Goods: thither ; it neceffarly falls out, that 
"our Merchants need more money there; than the Merchants 
' of thoſe places der nee Here's, and therefore wee wet pay 
more” to then for: money 1 any of theſe phaces, than they will 
give to us for rhoaey here-3, and: that in proportion efterin 
to the different. values, 'twint what Ve Import trom-the'e 
Places and Fxport. to/ them; which by che gow'current Ex- 
change at *5/per Cert: Bvaſtz and enovgh fhortly to drain 
our money aleogether from ws ; for it a Merchant charge his . 
. Money, 'Siz or Sever times, it i$\evidert, thar Fe woſt Lois 
fix or ſever} tices the Exchanye 3 that-is; the whole ſtock ; 
and all that we car hope for ſopply; te' this Waſt, is the 
little that our Highland Cows, Linaen, and. fore a" 
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Fiſh Exn5rted do yeeld : for the other branch of our. Export 
viz, Woylen Manufacture, is now by the illegal, tho' coo much 
tolerated Exo2re of the materiall of that Trade, alltogether 
lot, to the Starving of 50000 Chriſtian Work- People, and 
to little gain, even of thoſe who ſeem to reap it, For if aShip 
ſink, a cloſe Cabine will fink with its if there be no Money 
in the Nation, theſe who gain by the Wool of their Eſtates 
will ſoon looſe more by inlack of their other Eſtate and Species 
of their Rents. . 

To evince that it is the Nations Intereſt to Imitate Exg/and, 
in their Prudent meaſure of Remeding this Mortall -Wornd, 
if not haſtily Cured : viz. Toeſtimate what Summ may Pay 
the Debaſzment of all the Caſh now in Scotlerd, which by proe 
bable conjecture does not amount to. 300000 lib. fter. the Jols 
whereof amounts to about 24000 lb. ſter. viz. oneths 
Cels, and add a half for any Fraction, and to defray the Ex- 
pence of the Committe for money, is in all 27000. /ib. ſer. 
viz.4 Months and a halfsCeſs ; Now,every SubjeQt looſes (as is 
above proved) the 8th. Part of his Rent. and valueing - the 
Totall Rent very low, viz. at 600000 /ib. iter. The 8th | . 
part of that, which is 75000 /ib. ter. doth exceed the Cefs by 
8000 lib. iter. even in one Year: bur in two Years time the 
Debaſement of the money, will be of more loſs,to every Par- 
ticular man, than thirteen Months Ceſs : And beſides every 
man wh ſells his Lands or houſes will certainly loſs the eight 
part ofthe ſtock, or Price of the Lands Sold: and if one per 
IoO, of all Annnal-Rent be payed in, for a part of the loſs 
(which Money'd men have beſt Reaſon to pay)then 3 Months 
Celſs and a half may make the remedy in all, * - 
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